
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



454 THE MONIST. 

times furnished, and do still often furnish, a sort of primitive sub- 
ject-matter for the human imagination, I willingly grant, but that 
is all. 

From the pen of M. H. Fierens-Gevaert we have an Essai sur 
Part contemporain, a non-didactic work which has the ring of a 
clarion note amid the turmoil of modern artists. From the pen of 
M. C. R. C. Herckenrath, professor of the French language in a 
college in Holland, we have Les problemes d' esthetique et de morale. 
The author who is a distinguished man has thought out anew, and 
sometimes with an original turn of mind, thoughts which are not 
new. He makes no pretensions to building up a doctrine, but 
knows how to recast the old doctrines with grace and sense. 

From M. J. Milhaud we have to note a second edition of the 
Essai sur les conditions et les limit es de la certitude logique ; from M. 
Emile Boutroux, professor in the Sorbonne, a work Etudes d'his- 
toire de la philosophie, a series'of essays having for subjects Socrates, 
Aristotle, Jacob Bohme, Descartes, Kant, the Scottish philosophy 
and their influence on French philosophy. 1 

Lucien Arreat. 
Paris. 



A NOTE FROM ALSACE. 

Your correspondence with Pere Hyacinthe in the August Open 
Court last, is fresh proof of the difficulty with which even advanced 
and liberal Catholics absorb monistic ideas. Catholicism is dual- 
ism, and the extent to which the so-called " Old Catholics " of Ger- 
many are still Catholics is abundantly demonstrated by the latest 
declaration of Bishop Weber of Bonn. On the other hand, the 
modern view of the world is gradually gaining more and more 
ground in Catholic countries, notably in Italy, and next in France, 
where Fouillee and others of a more or less monistic cast of mind, 

'All the works mentioned are published by Felix Alcan. 
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are finding more and more adherents, and the old academic spirit- 
ualism is in its last gasps. New life generally is stirring in philos- 
ophy in this latter country, and there are indications of a growing 
interest in our philosophical classics. By the divorce of psychology 
and metaphysics both sciences have made distinct gains. It is here 
as in every-day life, where friends so frequently learn to value each 
other's friendship only after separation. 

The note comique of the philosophical spring has been struck by 
Jean Mace in his Philosophic de poche. Mace conjectures that man 
is not sprung solely from a Simian ancestry, as we have long 
thought, but that he was engendered in illegitimate marriage and 
born of an unnatural alliance. Man's ancestor was a bastard of 
a monkey and a bear. What wonder, then, with such forefathers, 
that human nature should be so utterly depraved ! For Adam was 
the bear, Mother Eve the monkey. To the former we owe the 
solidity of our character, to the latter our physical and intellectual 
mobility and elasticity. As to the respectability of such descent 
nothing, therefore, can be said. But the persons who have really 
been disgraced are the bear and the monkey who have suffered 
themselves to be so far outstripped by us. 

What fruitful thoughts Mace's theory of human genesis sug- 
gests, and what a flood of light it sheds on universal history. Man- 
kind, particularly European mankind — despite comparative philol- 
ogy and its dogma of the common origin of the chief European 
races — is doubtless the polygenetic result of various crossings of 
this kind : the Russian (Slav) has sprung from the monkey and the 
bear, the Germans from the monkey and the dog, the Romance 
peoples from the monkey and the cat (presumably the tiger), the 
Semitic peoples from the monkey and the vampire, and so on. The 
Russian greed for land, German loyalty, the Romanic vendetta and 
cruelty to animals, and all the rest, thus find their natural explana- 
tions. Sed ad serial 

The clou to the most recent philosophical literature is Hart- 
mann's Doctrine of Categories, well known to the readers of The 
Monist. It is still the same old "primordial chance," and "abso- 
lute stupidity of the will," or more properly "the absolute non- 
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sense " of Hartmann's theory of creation. An excellent illustration 
of the system meanwhile is Arthur Drew's book Das Ich als Grund 
Problem der Metaphysik. I was particularly struck here by the 
author's sharp insistence on the ideality {sic /) of the difference be- 
tween will and idea, by which Hartmannism seems to be turning 
from the relative dualism of Spinoza to the absolute Monism of 
Hegel. So, too, the venerable Buechner, who has been writing 
much recently for the Gegenwari and the Magazin, has appeared 
with a voluminous work entitled At the Deathbed of the Century. 
Buechner has remained the same old Buechner. Between his naive 
materialism and our monism the same difference prevails as be- 
tween religion and philosophy in Hegel's system. The former 
merely conceives the unity of existence, the latter comprehends it. 

Alfred Weber. 
Strassburg. 



